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The Big Dance

By Jordan Phillips
Sports Reporter

March Madness is the peak event
of college basketball; where all college
teams want to be at the end of the year. The
opening round of games starts March 16 at
the UD Arena in Dayton, Ohio. The tourna-
ment has been around since 1939. There are
a 64 teams and the tournament uses single
elimination (you lose, you go home). The
tournament bracket is made up of confer-
ence tournament champions from each
Division I conference. The remaining teams
are chosen by the NCAA selection commit-
tee. The selection process and tournament
seeds are based on several factors, including
team rankings and win-loss records.

I think the number one seed going
into the tournament will be the University
of Kansas Jayhawks. They have great lead-
ership and an awesome inside out game.
Sherron Collins is a great point guard. He
averages 15.1 points and 4.2 assists a game.

He is the heart of KU, but even
when “Juice” has an off game he has three
great backups that can take his spot: senior
Brady Morningstar, sophomore Tyshawn
Taylor, and freshman Xavier Henry. KU
also has that beastly inside presence with
Cole Aldrich. Cole is a monster in the paint;
he blocks shots, cleans the boards, and
averages 11.4 points a game. His partner in
crime is the “Philadelphia Phenom” Marcus
Morris, who has stepped it up to a new level

as a sophomore. There was a lot of talk
that he and his twin brother Markieff were
“overrated,” but Marcus stepped up to the
challenge and took it on head first he aver-
ages 13.1 points a game and 7 boards.

“I think KU will win because
they have a lot of talent and they work as a
team,” said junior Jake Remy.

The challenge for Kansas will be
to get past John Wall and the Kentucky
Wildcats, who are 27-2. Wall is arguably the
best point guard in the nation as a freshman
and is doing the unheard of by averaging 17
points per game, 7 assists per game, and is
the best player on the number 3 ranked team
in the nation. There is also another Ken-
tucky freshman, center Demarcus Cousins,
another beast on the paint that averages a
double-double per game. The Wildcats have
a great starting five and a deep bench that
will match well with KU’s line up.

“I think Kentucky will win because
they are a powerhouse and John Wall will
put the team on his back and lead them to a
national title,” said junior Kanyon Kinder.

March Madness is full of excite-
ment because there could be an upset
anytime. Games air on TV from noon to 10
p.m. Across the nation millions of people
tune in to watch one of the most action
packed events of the year
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Softball

The Circle varsity softball team didn’t finish as strong as they hoped last sea-
son, winning only four games. They are hoping that this season will be different under
head coach Jean Gibbs.

“We didn’t have a great season last year, but I think we can be better this year
and hopefully win Regional’s or Sub-State,” said senior Taci Richards.

The team has been preparing for the season hoping to improve on last season.

“I’ve just been staying in shape by playing volleyball and basketball, and have
been doing some hitting too,” said Richards.

Winning in the post season is not an easy thing to accomplish, and the softball
team knows what they need to do to win.

“We just have to work hard and stay late after practice, and focus a lot more
than we have in the past so that we can play up to our potential,” said Richards.

The softball team has enjoyed little success in recent years, but they are think-
ing this year may be different.

“We haven’t been very good in the past, but I think with the team we have this
season we can change that and hopefully turn the program around in the future,” said
Richards.
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Senior Jennifer Whiteside played softball last year in addition to the current season.
Softball is a popular sport among Circle girls.
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